
   
 
 
10th January 2025 
 

Dear parents/carers 
 
Happy New Year! I hope that this newsletter finds you all well at the start of 2025! 
 
It has been a great first week back at school and to be honest it doesn’t feel like we have 
been away! 
 
We have cracked straight on with learning in all classes and this week have had a focus on 
resilience, looking at the Aesop fable of the Tortoise and the Hare in assembly. Learning 
focus for this half term: 

• Acorns – all things linked to Superheroes, from Supertato through to the emergency 
services! 

• Buds – will be learning all about animals, focusing on identifying and grouping 
different animals. 

• Seedlings – ‘Wild Cornwall’ is the learning theme. Investigating the physical and 
human features that might be seen at the seaside. 

• Young Oaks – will be answering the question ‘What on Earth is a climate zone?’. 

• Bur Oaks – Rivers will be the focus for the children in Y4, including an exploration of 
the journey of the rivers in our nearest city, Truro. 

• Red Oaks - 'How do volcanic eruptions and earthquakes affect humans and the 
Earth?' is the question that the children in Y5 will be aiming to answer. 

• Mighty Oaks – will be learning, amongst other things, about Darwin’s ‘voyage of 
discovery’ 

 
A more detailed breakdown of learning for this term can be found on the class pages of our 
website HERE. Including the lesson sequencing for each area and our ‘Leap into Learning’ 
documents, 
 
At the start of this term, I would like to remind parents and carers about the crucial role that 
regular school attendance plays in a child's education. Attending school consistently ensures 
that your children can make the most of their learning experiences, develop important 
social skills, and establish a strong foundation for their future. Every day in school really 
does matter. If your child is unwell, please let the school know as soon as possible, and we'll 
work together to support their well-being. 
 
I hope you all have a great weekend! 
 
 
 
Mr Hick 

https://www.chacewater.cornwall.sch.uk/web/mighty_oaks_-_y6/460560


Attendance 

At the start of this term, I would like to once again remind everyone about the importance 

of school attendance. Achieving high school attendance is a national priority. Chacewater 

school data clearly shows a correlation between high attendance rates and high 

achievement. We want our children to achieve excellent attendance in line with national 

average. Illness usually appears as a block of time off school. We review attendance 

patterns each week and look for unbroken and broken weeks as a key indicator. We would 

not usually expect that children would have more than one or two broken weeks in the 

course of an academic year. Regular broken weeks are a cause for concern and we will offer 

support to families where there are more frequent broken weeks, in line with our 

attendance procedures. The impact broken weeks and missed learning can have on a child’s 

education (taken from national data) is illustrated below for guidance: 

 

As a school we follow the Truro and Penwith Academy Trust policy which can be found 

HERE. You will be aware that there have been a number of changes to the issuing of penalty 

notices and there is little or no discretion for headteachers regarding these. Attached with 

this newsletter is a leaflet about penalty notices but it is important to note: 

 

Please also be aware of the below: 

If your child is absent from school without authorisation, you will be committing an 

offence under the Education Act 1996. We may submit a request to Cornwall Council for a 

https://www.chacewater.cornwall.sch.uk/web/tpat_and_chacewater_policies/338824


Penalty Notice to be issued, in accordance with Sections 444A and 444B of the said Act. 

Penalty Notices are issued per liable parent, per child and each carry a fine of £80 if paid 

within 21 days or £160 if paid after this but within 28 days. 

If your child is further absent from school without authorisation within any 3-year period, 

you will be committing a further offence under the Education Act 1996. We may submit a 

request to Cornwall Council for a Penalty Notice to be issued, in accordance with Sections 

444A and 444B of the said Act. Penalty Notices for a second offence are issued per liable 

parent, per child and each carry a fine of £160, payable within 28 days.  

Importantly, fines per parent will be capped to two fines within any three-year period. 

Once this limit has been reached, other action such as a parenting order or prosecution 

will be considered.  

Failure to pay the Penalty Notice may also result in legal action. If you are prosecuted and 

attend court because your child has not been attending school, you could get a fine of up 

to £2,500. Cornwall Council may also apply for the costs incurred in taking the matter to 

Court, including legal costs. 

 Absence not authorised by the school may also result in a prosecution in the Magistrates’ 

Court under Section 444(1) or Section 444(1A) of the Education Act 1996, leading to a fine 

of up to £2,500 and/or a custodial sentence. Again, Cornwall Council may also apply for 

the costs incurred in taking the matter to Court, including legal costs.  

Money raised from fines is only used by the local authority to cover the costs of 

administering the system, and to fund attendance support. Any extra money is returned to 

the government.  

 

Clubs 

 

We are asking you to select any clubs that your child may wish to do over the spring term 

and put in order of preference. Where clubs are oversubscribed we will endeavour to make 

sure that everyone has a place on at least one. If clubs have more space then children may 

be allocated more than one. 

 

The forms will close on Wednesday 15th January in the morning at 10am and we will let 

children know which club (s) they have on Friday 17th January 2025. Please check the year 

group(s) the clubs are for carefully before selecting. 

 

Clubs will begin in the week beginning 20th January 2025 and run over both half terms of 

the spring. They will run from the end of the school day through to 4pm. Lunch time clubs 

will run at 12pm for half an hour to allow time for the children to have lunch afterwards. 

Please complete the form HERE. 

https://forms.gle/W5t6zvd63mczzTCYA


 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Head Lice – We have had a few instances recently. Please see the guidance below 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  



16th January – Special Menu (Book through ParentPay). 

 

  



 
 
 
 
 

Dates For Your Diary  

6.1.25 Return to school 

16.1.25 Vision Screening (EYFS) 

14.2.25 Last Day of Term 

6.3.25 World Book Day 

4.4.25 Last Day of Term 

22.4.25 Return to school 

12.5.25 SATs Week 

23.5.25 Last Day of Term 

2.6.25 Return to school 

18.6.25 Year 6 PGL 

30.6.25 Bikeability 

22.7.25 Last Day of term 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

ACORNS Alfie and Florence 

SEEDLINGS Jack and Luke 

BUDS Lorelei and Alfie 

YOUNG OAKS Flo and Mia 

BUR OAKS Elliott and Thea 

GOLDEN AWARD WINNERS 



RED OAKS Ellie and Daisy 

MIGHTY OAKS Bailey, Lily-Mae and AlfieW 

 

 


