
Geography @ Chacewater
Knowledge Organisers



Geography in our school is taught as part of our termly thematic 
approach and acts as a driver to form wider cross curricular links. 

We have made deliberate choices to organise the teaching and learning 
of geography; Autumn term the children learn about their place in the 
world with a focus on the UK. During the Spring term, children learn 

about the physical geography and human geography of the Earth. During 
the Summer term the children will learn to understand the wider world.



Our Knowledge Organisers

• Knowledge Organisers are written for children not teachers.

• They are not about coverage, but they should help in focusing 
learning to support development of key concepts.

• They support pupils in building on previous learning

• We are in the process of refining and improving these.

• Knowledge Organisers support low-stakes quizzing as part of daily, 
weekly, termly review and our approach to retrieval practice.

• They involve all students actively involved in checking their 
knowledge.

• We mix up techniques used, including: individual, pair, group; verbal, 
written;  



Autumn Term
A Focus on the United Kingdom and where we are in the 

World



Aerial view: a view 
from above  (bird’s 
eye view).

Chacewater School – LEAP Into Learning –  Year 1 Autumn 1

GEOGRAPHY What is it like here in Chacewater? –Place Knowledge Local Area and School 

What I might already know: EYFS Where do we live? Who are our superheroes in our community? 

Vocabulary: village, town, city, country, Cornwall, location human/physical feature, land, sea,  map, symbol, aerial 
view, aerial photograph, plan view 

.

5. What are the 
human and 

physical 
features of 
Chacewater 

School?

1.Where are 
we in the 

world? 

A compass is a tool for finding 
direction. 
You can use a compass when 
you are reading a map. 
There are four compass points 
north, east, south, west. 

2. What can 
we see in our 
classroom?

3. What can 
we find in 
our school 
grounds?

4. What are the 
different places in 

our school?

Glossary
Aerial photography: A photograph taken 
from above
Aerial view: a view from above (bird’s eye 
view)
City: large settlement with millions of 
people living in it
Town: a built up area larger than a village
Village: a group of houses and buildings in a 
rural area. 

6. What are the 
symbols used  

on an ordnance 
survey map?

Scale and 
connection

left right

A map is a picture of a place 
drawn from above. 

A key is a guide which explains 
what the symbols on the map 
mean. Usually found on the side 
of the map. 

7. What would 
a map of our 

local area 
show?

Maps show features represented by 
symbols. Maps have a key and a 

compass. 



The world is made up 
of many countries. 
The countries can be 
grouped into 
continents.

Chacewater School – LEAP Into Learning – Autumn 1 

GEOGRAPHY – Where are the continents and oceans of the world? Locational Knowledge 
What I might already know: 
That the world is covered with water and has land we live on.
I know that we live in the U.K and this country is on a continent called Europe. The location of the four countries and capital cities. 
I understand that a map or atlas shows me physical features of the world and those made by man e.g. national borders.

Vocabulary: continent,, land, ocean, location, North, East, South, South Pole, West, hemisphere, human, physical, 
features
Continents: Asia, Africa, North America, South America, Antarctica, Europe, Oceania. 
Oceans: Atlantic Ocean, Arctic Ocean, Pacific Ocean, Indian Ocean, Southern Ocean. 

.

5. What are the 
main features 

of each 
continent? 1. Where in 

the world am 
I? The large amounts of water 

between each continent are 
called oceans.

 Some of the continents are 
joined by land. Others are 
separated by oceans.

2. Where are 
the world’s 
continents? 3. Where 

are the 
world’s 
oceans?

4. How can I 
show the 

continents and 
oceans on a 

map? 

Glossary

 6. What is 
special about 

each continent?

There are four points on a 
compass north, east, south and 
west. These are called compass 
points. 

Scale and 
connection

The equator is an imaginary line 
around the world that which 
divides the northern and the 
southern hemisphere. 



The UK has many physical 
features, including 
mountain ranges, rivers 
and coastlines. 

Chacewater School – LEAP Into Learning –  Year 3 Autumn 1

GEOGRAPHY What are the key geographical features of the UK and my region?
What I might already know: Year 1: What is it like in the United Kingdom? Year 2: What would we see at the seaside?
The United Kingdom includes England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. Each country in the UK has a capital city: London (England), Edinburgh (Scotland), Cardiff 
(Wales) and Belfast (Northern Ireland).

.

5. What work 
do people in 
the UK do?

1. What is unique 
about each of 

the UK’s 
countries?

2. Where do 
people live in 

the UK?

3. What are the 
main physical 

features of the 
UK? 

4. How do human 
activities affect 

the UK’s 
landscape? 

Glossary:
economy: the wealth and resources 
of a place development: how places 
and communities change
 industry: the production of goods 
(such as cars) or services (such as 
tourism or entertainment) 
sustainable development: change 
that respects the natural 
environment and doesn’t harm 
future generations

6. How can the 
UK manage its 
energy needs?

There are a number of ways power is 
generated in the UK. Energy can be 
generated at gas-fired power stations, by 
nuclear power and by burning coal. There 
are also renewable power options that
use the wind, sun or water to generate 
energy.

Some the UK’s major cities. 

change





Spring Term
A Focus on physical and human geography















Summer Term
A Focus on the wider world











A mountain is a natural physical feature of the earth, 
defined as a steep landform that is raised up high above 

the surrounding land. It is often found grouped with other 
mountains in a mountain range.  Mountains have their own 

climates due to their altitude. 

The World’s Seven Summits:
(Highest peak in each continent)

➢ Everest (Asia)
➢ Aconcagua (South America)
➢ Denali (North America)
➢ Kilimanjaro (Africa)
➢ Elbrus (Europe)
➢ Vinson Massif (Antarctica)
➢ Puncak Jaya (Oceania)

Geographical vocabulary:

alpine: relating to high mountains

landform: natural feature on the   
Earth’s surface

summit: the highest point, 
or top peak of a mountain

altitude:  height above sea level

Chacewater School – LEAP Into Learning – Summer 1 – Bur Oaks 
GEOGRAPHY - Mountains: The 3 peaks and 7 summits

What I might already know: Countries of the UK (Y1), The continents (Y2). 

The earth’s crust is made up of 
tectonic plates which move 

around on top of the mantle 
causing mountain formation.

How are mountains 

formed?

What are the key physical features of a mountain?What is a mountain? What is the climate like?

Where can mountains 

be found in the UK?

The 3 peaks





Chacewater School – LEAP Into Learning – Summer  1 – Mighty Oaks
GEOGRAPHY – Why would you visit the Mediterranean? 

What we will be learning:

                     Map Skills: Use 8 figure compass
                     and 6 figure grid reference accurately

Athens is the capital and largest city of Greece. Athens 
dominates the Attica region and is one of the world's oldest 
cities, with its recorded history spanning approximately 
3,400 years.

Time Zones 

Different places in the world have 
different times.
This is why the world is divided into 
24 different time zones. One for each hour in a day.

Modern-day Greece is a country in the European 
Union. Its capital city, Athens, is rich in sites of human 
and historical interest.

Greece, with its warm climate, varied landscape 
and location on the Mediterranean Sea, is a 
popular destination for tourists. 

It has also become a place that people migrate to 
from countries such as Syria. There are many 
reasons that can push and pull people away from 
their homes to live somewhere else.

Glossary

border: A line that separates two countries. You may need a passport 
to pass from one country to the other.

European Union: a group of twenty-seven countries in Europe that 
co-operate on trade and many other aspects of life.

Where is Europe and 

what are its countries 

like?

Why do tourists visit 

the mediterranean?

Why are migrants 

coming to Greece?

What is the landscape 

of Greece like today?

What are the main 

features of Athens and 

how does this compare to 

Truro? 

Parthenon


